
 
 

Friday, June 19, 2020 

Weekly Newsletter for Faith Covenant Church of Manistee, Michigan 

We exist to help people KNOW Christ, GROW in Him, and GO to the world with His message. 

REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS: 
Joshua Jensen (Randy Tomaszewski’s nephew) - Healing from an inoperable brain tumor. 

Eric & Carol (Joshua’s parents) - Special strength, faith, peace, & hope. 
Kevin Hildebrand & Ruth Minster - Strength, peace, &  understanding. 

Sheryl Zimmerman - Recovery from surgery & rehab. 
Mike Zimmerman - COPD.  Congestive heart failure. 

Dick Rees - Recovery from surgery. 
Dan Hankinson - Pancreatic cancer. 
Dawnn Reed - Healing.  Salvation. 

Joyce Reed - Strength & understanding. 
Niki Yankee (Connie Watson’s cousin) - Liver failure. 

Linda Anderson - Abdominal cancer. 
Everyone who has been impacted by COVID-19. 

Our Leadership Team & Pastoral Search Committee. 
The Pastor God has called for our church. 

Dear FCC Family, 
  
As we come to the official beginning of summer, growth is all among us.  The world is full of living creatures 
and vegetation that we can see all around us.  We see the true beauty of God’s creation in nature. 
 

Even with COVID-19 among us, we should look at the wonders of the world and enjoy the beauty of our 
God’s creations He has given us.  Even in troubling times, the Lord shows us that life continues, despite       
anything else that might arise. 
 

The Leadership Team continues to meet and discuss the reopening of the church in the presence of COVID-19.   
 
Four main issues to be considered about reopening include: 
1. What are the Legal and Governmental regulations that need to be followed? 
2. Is it Critical? (Can we continue to do services the ways they are or do we need to be open for regular      

services at this juncture in time?) 
3. Is it Safe?  (Will a majority of our church family be safe returning to church.  Can our church                  

accommodate the CDC safety guidelines at this time?) 
4. Can we find an Interim Pastor that wants to come and preach at our church during COVID-19 or do our 

present services meet the needs of the congregation at this time? 
 

I ask that each of you prayerfully consider each of these issues and come to your own conclusion and, at the 
same time, realize the seriousness with which our Leadership Team is taking the safety issues and the desires 
to bring our Faith Covenant Family together. 
 

At this time, Faith Covenant Church will continued to be closed for Sunday services, all church activities, and 
entrance to the church building through June 30, 2020.  We will wait on communications from the State on 
how to proceed next. 
 

This week, please pray for our Leadership Team and our congregation, that the Lord will give us guidance and 
direction in the leading of Faith Covenant Church. 
 

Keep the Faith… 
Scott McKenney, Leadership Team Chairperson 



MISSIONS UPDATES 

LIGHTHOUSE PREGNANCY CARE CENTER (LPCC) 
LPCC offers another choice for women who think that abortion is their only option.  LPCC does an            
awesome job helping unwed mothers and women who can't afford some of the needs their baby                     
requires.  LPCC supports their clients with love and compassion.  They offer a 30-day Bible study with a one-
on-one mentor and those who chose to do the study are given a Bible and DVD.  Cathy Johnson, LPCC        
Director, would like to come to Faith Covenant Church sometime to speak to us about LPCC’s goals, which 
include reaching out to the girls and boys in school with a program they are developing to teach responsibility 
and abstinence. 
 
LPCC is very thrifty with the money donated to them.  Their bills, wages, insurance, & supplies are all paid.  
They are saving their pennies to buy an ultrasound machine so clients can see their babies’ progress.  They   
always have need for and they welcome donations of diapers, formula, baby wipes, & clothes in sizes       
Newborn to 4T.  (Because of laws, LPCC cannot take in any used furniture or car seats.)  Monetary donations 
are needed as well, especially now with the pandemic making it so they are not able to hold their annual “Baby 
Bottle Blitz” fundraiser.  Volunteers are needed as well—as of right now, they only have five people. 
 
Thank you for your continued support of this vital ministry in our community!  For more information or to 
volunteer, contact Cath Johnson:  231.398.7984 or lpcc.centerdirector@gmail.com. 
 
 
ARMORY YOUTH CENTER  (AYP) - GARDENING PROJECT FOR FOOD BANK DONATION 
The Spirit of the Woods Garden Club members and volunteers have finished planting the 14 garden beds at 
AYP.  The beds are now in weekly maintenance mode.  When AYP opens in August, students will be learning 
from the gardeners!  In the meantime, we are looking for volunteer gardeners to keep the gardens alive and 
well! 
 
If you are available to volunteer on Tuesday mornings, contact Beth Markowski:  616.401.3387. 
If you are able to take turns with Ruth Minster w/Kevin and the Seymour's on Saturday morning for watering 
& weeding, call or text Shellee Seymour:  269.352.5355.  
 
 
MANISTEE COUNTY HABITAT FOR HUMANITY 
Habitat’s current build is well underway and there are opportunities to help by volunteering your labor or by  
providing snacks or a meal for the volunteer workers.  If you would like to help out, please contact Vanessa 
Buhs, Executive Director:  231.690.5885 or vbuhs@renaissancewest.com.  Any help you can provide would 
be greatly appreciated! 

FCC FELLOWSHIP TEAM LEADER NEEDED 
Faith Covenant Church needs a special person or two who God is calling to minister through their Spiritual 
Gift of Fellowship.  The Fellowship Team has many wonderful volunteers who enjoy the hands-on “labor of 
love” roles, and we all love them for it!  And now, team leadership is necessary - one (or two) who will        
organize and coordinate the Fellowship needs of our church.  With the current state of  closure and the arrival 
of a new Senior Pastor in the near future, the duties in the short-term are unknown.  But there is plenty of time 
for training with Amy Holtgren & Kate Poirier, great ladies who have both previously filled the roles of Team     
Leaders and LT Liaisons!  If you would like more information or to volunteer, contact Amy Holtgren: 
231.233.1231 or amyholtgren@yahoo.com. 

 

Faith Covenant Church, 475 Eighth Street, Manistee, MI  49660 
Phone:  231.723.7173     Website:  https://www.faithcovmanistee.org 
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LETTER FROM KYLE GARBER TO FCC 

 
Dear FCC Family, 
 
I am submitting this letter of resignation to Faith Covenant Church of Manistee for the positions of 
“Student Leader” and “Worship Leader”, to be effective June 19th, 2020. Moving forward, with the 
uncertainty of the pandemic and unanswered questions as to when “normal” routines will resume, I 
feel this is the best decision, as I am planning to relocate outside of Michigan within the year.  
 
The family and friends that I have met and had the privilege to get to know will stay with me always. 
The lessons and skills that I picked up along the way are priceless and I could not be more thankful. I 
appreciate everything the church family has done for me these last couple of years. Some of my       
favorite memories are spending time with the Youth Group kids and going to events. I am thankful 
that I was able to be a part of such an awesome team of people who truly care and put the effort in to 
provide a safe, fun, and educational environment for the kids.  
 
I could not have asked for a better worship team throughout my time with FCC. I was overwhelmed 
and impressed by the dedication and talent of every single person involved with the worship team. I 
am grateful that I got to witness each member grow and improve skills over the course of the last year 
and a half. The team has come a long way and I could not be prouder of each member. I am thankful 
that I don’t have to worry because I know that there is an amazing Praise Team that will continue to 
provide Worship. Thank you, team! 
 
 In conclusion, I would like to say thank you to FCC and all members, attendees, staff, family, and 
friends for welcoming me into your community. I hope to continue to maintain relationships with   
everyone and stay in touch with the friends I have made along the way. Although my time with FCC 
was short, it had a major impact on my life that I will always be grateful for.  
 
Thank you and God Bless. 
 
Sincerely, 
Kyle Garber 
k.garberad@gmail.com  
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