
 
 

Good Friday, April 10, 2020 

Weekly Newsletter for Faith Covenant Church of Manistee, Michigan 

Dear FCC Family, 
 
Like our Lord, Jesus Christ broke the chains of death and rose from the grave on this glorious 
resurrection Easter Sunday, so shall we shake the bonds of this Covid-19 dilemma, and rise as 
the Family of Faith Covenant Church. 
 
This Easter week, let us lift up one another in prayer, and good will, especially our essential 
health care, and service workers.  Seek out our church family via phone, email, internet and 
pen, with words of love and affirmation. 
 
With the Governors updated Executive Order, and the Legislators’ Stay Home, Stay Safe, Stay 
Healthy directive, Faith Covenant Church will continued to be closed for Sunday church      
services and all other church functions through 04/30/2020.   
  
But, this to shall pass and we all look forward to coming back to FCC as a united church      
family in the near  future. 
 
A special thank you goes out to Carolyn and Kate for all their hard work in keeping us up to 
date on activities we can do and see while isolated at home.   
 
During this Easter holiday, search our website for words, thoughts, messages and sermons     
related to this holy season of hope and new life for each of us. 
 
May you seek the Lord, as He seeks you. Grace, Peace and Love to All, 
 
Faith Covenant Church Leadership Team 
Scott McKenney 
Leadership Team Chairperson 

HAPPY EASTER FROM CAROLYN & KATE! 
Even though we are working from home during this time of closure, things are 
still happening in the FCC Office...little things that you might not even notice if 
you were there.  But, sometimes when we stop to see the not-so-noticeable, 
sometimes what we see is truly amazing! 
 
Today, Carolyn found the office’s Thanksgiving cactus that lives on top of the 
file cabinet with a bloom directly above her music box with a cross on the front 
that plays “Amazing Grace.” 
 
There is a message in that! 
 
We miss our Faith Family and really appreciate the calls, emails, and texts 
we’ve received!  Stay well and have a wonderful, blessed Easter holiday! 



UPDATES FROM OUR MISSIONS TEAM 
 
Missionary Correspondence and Updates 
 

Thanks for responding to the request for cards/letters or emails to the Missionaries!  The correspondence was 
sent to either USA addresses or the ECC office so the cards can be scanned and sent to them via email.  
 

Several of the Missionaries have sent email updates on how they doing during the COVID-19 pandemic       
outbreak. Please keep them in your prayers. Here are their updates: 
 

Abramson – Erik and Bethany and family have not experienced stay at home pandemic restrictions in Sweden 
as of yet.  Moving into a time of saying goodbye to folks here, wrapping up ministries we’ve been leading and 
intentionally taking time with our kids as they transition too.  They are planning on returning in June to their 
home state of Minnesota for a year. I the meantime you may contact them via email: 
bethan-erik.abramson@covchruch.org 
 

Shim – Grace & Bob had to quickly close down the counseling center last week and shift to remote work, due 
the rapid increase of COVID cases and restrictions in Thailand.  They greatly appreciate your encouragement 
and prayers during this global crisis. Our son is in Grand Rapids so we are aware that MI is also experiencing 
restrictions. We pray for the Faith Cov family as well knowing its likely having a great impact.  Please refer to 
the February 2020 for details on their Mission work: 
https://mailchi.mp/ebbef732c16a/coffee-with-the-shims-february2020-3474645 
 

Vogt - Chris and Rebecca Vogt and their 6 children returned to the USA on March 23rd.  An amazing story of 
God watching over them as they traveled from France to Florida during the COVID-19 outbreak. They are 
planning on residing in Vero, FL for the time being. Note: Pioneers Missionary home office is in Orlando, FL.  
You may contact them via email:  vogtribe@gmail.com 
 

Ziegelbaur – Jane & Ron Ziegelbaur have also pulled back from some for their work in Cameroon due to the 
pandemic.  You may contact them via email:  ron-janet.ziegelbaur@covchurch.org 
 
 

Missionary Donation 
 

Due to the generosity of a church member in February, the Missions Ministry Team is able to provide the 2019 
donation amount to the missionaries listed above.  And we are able add another Evangelical Covenant Church 
(ECC) Missionary couple located in Haiti to our list.  

Evens Paul asked to visit FCC, while he and wife, Karina, were in Michigan 
last fall. Unfortunately, we were unable to coordinate a date and put a        
donation on hold due to budget reductions.  With the additional donation we 
are now able to provide them a donation this year! 
 

Please include Evens and Karina in your prayers for safety. You may contact 
them via email: evens-karina.paul@covchurch.org 
 

Blessings, 
Shellee Seymour 
Missions Ministry Lead 

 

Remember Edie Minster on her birthday 
tomorrow, April 11

th
. 

Edie’s current address is: 
Hearts Content, 317 N. 8

th
 Street, Breckenridge, MI  48615 

Always keep Edi, Hank, and their family in your prayers. 



Hello Faith Covenant Family, 
     We want you all to know that your Leadership Team is lifting you up in prayer during this tumultuous time. 
We are praying for your health, the provision of your needs, and for the peace of God to surround you with 
comfort. We also would like to ask for your prayer, as we all face new realities that are unprecedented in our 
times. We urge you to follow the Governor’s “Stay Home, Stay Safe” Executive Order, and we remind you to 
reach out if you need assistance with obtaining any supplies. 
     We want to remind you that the church is not a building and never has been. All of us are the church, and 
we are to be salt and light in all times. Those of us who are least at risk are to help bear the burden of those 
who are at higher risk. We ask that you think of ways you can be a blessing to each other and to your          
community each and every day. Ideas for this include: calling each other and providing encouragement,        
offering to help with obtaining supplies safely for those that cannot, communicating needs for prayer and   
praying with each other, sharing of knowledge and resources, etc. 
     Although our church building is shutdown, we ask that you remember that our office staff is still working 
and doing a wonderful job of encouraging us and conducting church business remotely. The church utility bills 
are still arriving and payments are required. Giving is very low right now, and we realize that many of you 
may not be working. If your income has been adversely impacted, we understand completely and want to help 
you if that is needed. However, some of us are still receiving income that is not impacted by this situation and 
we simply have not given because services are not being held. If the latter is your situation, please consider      
sending in funds to help our church pay the bills that do not stop – even in a pandemic. If you are able to give, 
we thank you.    

     Online giving can be set-up by using pointing your browser to:   
http://www.covchurchgiving.com/c-217-faith-covenant-church-manistee-mi.aspx 

 

     If you prefer to use postal mail to give, our address is: 
Faith Covenant Church 

475 8th Street 
Manistee, MI  49660 

 

     The federal government will soon be sending checks to those that qualify, and we hope this helps those   
under financial strain. The federal government has also increased the maximum deduction for charitable                
contributions to $300, without having to itemize for tax year 2020. The 50% of adjusted gross income limit on 
the percentage allowable for itemized deductions has been suspended for 2020. The limit for corporate         
charitable contributions has been raised to 25% of  taxable income from 10%. In short, the federal  government 
intends for these measures to encourage charitable donations to help keep our economy afloat. Let’s rise to the 
occasion and help financially, if we are in a position to do so, and actively be the church in our community. 
     God is good, all the time. Let’s celebrate His multi-faceted provision and help one another through this 
storm in whatever way each of us can. Time, love, prayer, finances, service, comfort, peace, support, food, 
supplies, and encouragement are all needed everywhere we look. We encourage you to pray, to help one an-
other, and in so doing shine brightly as dearly loved people of God. 
 

Serving you all with glad hearts, 
Your Faith Covenant Church Leadership Team 

STREAM SUNDAY SERVICES LIVE & MORE OPPORTUNITIES FOR PEOPLE OF FAITH TO CONNECT! 
Faith Covenant Church of Manistee is invited to partner with our sister church, Faith Covenant Church of 
Farmington Hills for their on-line Easter Sunday service and every Sunday service during the COVID-19    
closures.  The services will stream LIVE on their Facebook page at 9:00am on Sunday mornings and the video 
from the live stream will be posted on their website by Sunday evening.  View sermon slides and take notes on 
your mobile device using the YouVersion app.  Pastoral daily devotionals are also available on the Facebook 
page.   
 
And for the kids, Pastor Laura Jackson is having Zoom calls with the “Faith Kidz”!  Any parent who would 
like their child(ren) to join in these calls must speak with Pastor Laura as entry into the Zoom calls is password   
protected and you must get the link from her.  Note:  For safety’s sake, passwords are never to be shared;    
everyone must have their unique entry link to enter the call.  Please contact Pastor Laura directly:  
248.661.9191, 248.778.5426 or laura.jackson@4fcc.org. 

Find the resources to get connected at:  4fcc.org/fcc-online 



Faith Covenant Church of Manistee, Michigan 
475 Eighth Street, Manistee, MI  49660 

Phone:  231.723.7173 
Website:  www.faithcovmanistee.org 

We exist to help people KNOW Christ, GROW in Him, and GO to the world with His message. 

This is how our PSC meetings look 
these days.  We're all experts in Zoom 
now!  Please continue to pray for the 
process, our committee, and our    
future pastor.  We are reviewing   
profiles (resumes) of interested            
individuals and having initial           
conversations.  We could also still   
receive additional profiles.  

Happy Easter!  He is risen! 


