
 
 

Friday, May 15, 2020 

Weekly Newsletter for Faith Covenant Church of Manistee, Michigan 

Dear Faith Family, 
  
Praise be to God and our Lord Jesus Christ, and to you at Faith Covenant Church!  Our church family is     
faithfully supporting each other and the needs of our members.  
 
At our Leadership Team meeting this week, we began discussions on how and when church may began to   
return a new normal after COVID-19.  Please pray for wisdom and guidance to all involved. 
  
The Governor’s Stay Home, Stay Safe, Stay Healthy Executive Order has been extended through May 28th, 
2020.  Faith Covenant Church will continue to be closed for Sunday Church Services, all church activities, and 
entrance into the church building through May 31st, 2020 (05.31.20). 
 
Let the Holy Spirit be our guide this week, the Word be our comfort, and prayer be our strength.  Amen. 
 
Scott McKenney, Chairperson 
Faith Covenant Church Leadership Team 

. 

UPDATE FROM OUR PASTORAL SEARCH 
COMMITTEE 
The Pastoral Search Committee continues to meet  
virtually on Wednesdays at 5:30pm.  We covet your 
prayers and humbly request that you set aside time on 
Wednesday, May 20th, beginning at 5:30pm to pray 
for discernment for the committee and for the         
candidates.  We are at a point that we are waiting for 
the travel ban to be lifted before taking the next 
steps.  At our meeting on May 13th, we spent time in 
prayer for each of the committee members and for     
general concerns related to COVID-19.  We look       
forward to the day that we can all gather together 

REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS: 
Dick Rees 

Robert, Emily, & Garrett Wirth 
Bunny Lancaster 

Niki Yankee 
Linda Anderson 

Those impacted physically, mentally, or 
financially by COVID-19 

Our Leadership Team 
Our Pastoral Search Committee 

The Pastor God has called for FCC 

UPDATE ON FCC YOUTH GROUPS 

The youth leaders have been doing our best to stay connected and keep kids encouraged! We are putting out short  
video devotionals every Monday, Wednesday, and Friday for the kids to engage in.  Zoom game times have been       
happening once every other week.  15 kids tuned into our most recent one!  This week, we started a weekly Bible study 
and game time.  We are very grateful for the technology that allows us to stay connected! 
 
On April 29, the Covenant put on a virtual youth conference called “Unite for Hope” that we had several kids 'attend'. 
We’ve challenged the kids to complete the Call to Action and deliver letters of encouragement to essential workers, 
particularly grocery store workers. 
 
We are all looking forward to meeting together in person again, and we are hoping to host some fun and impactful 
events this summer! 
 
Prayers for our kids (and us leaders, too!) are greatly appreciated!  Having such great church support means a lot to us! 
 
Blessings, 
Devin & Luci Schweigert and Kyle Garber 



A MESSAGE FROM RUTH MINSTER AND 
KEVIN HILDEBRAND 

“Where do we begin to show our gratitude and thanks to 

all of you who have contributed to Kevin's care?  We have 

been blessed by people at Faith Covenant as well as     

people that go to other churches.  We are doing the best 

we can at getting full time help for Kevin, but things take 

time, especially now with the virus and so many people 

not working.  It could be another 4-6 months  before his 

disability claim is done.  We have tried to reach out to his 

schools he attended to see if any testing was done so we 

can get his records, but his schools aren't there any 

more.  We have contacted Kent ISD, but they say we have 

to contact the schools.  I am  praying disability will be able 

to break through the red tape.  We have contacted Centra 

Wellness and Mich. Rehab service hoping that they would 

test Kevin, but so far nothing.  In the mean time, we pray 

a lot and ask for Gods intervention.  When God speaks we 

all need to listen.  "No one should seek their own good, 

but the good of others." 1 Corinthians 10:24.  When I feel 

like this is to big for me to handle, the Holy Spirit reminds 

me of Matthew 25: 35-40 - the story of the Sheep and the 

Goats.  Romans 8:17: "Now if we are children, then we 

are heirs--heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed 

we share in his suffering in order that we may also share 

in his glory."  I am also reminded of the Good  Samaritan, 

and when things get too hard and heavy on my heart, I 

am reminded that Jesus bore the weight of the cross for 

me.  So, once again we thank you with all our hearts.  We 

miss seeing you and love you all, our Family in Christ   

Jesus.” 

 

Faith Covenant Church, 475 Eighth Street, Manistee, MI  49660 
Phone:  231.723.7173   Website:  www.faithcovmanistee.org 

UPDATE ON MISSIONS 
ECHO His Love 
Status from Robin Paulus 
Executive Director 
 

 Safe Harbor: We have housed 8 homeless men and women 
through the Safe Harbor Stay Home Stay Safe extended motel 
stay. We helped two successfully move into their own       
apartment and, unfortunately, 1 newer guest who came was 
removed from the program due to non-compliance of rules. 
We are still providing breakfast, lunch and dinner. Dinner is a 
hot prepared meal and the other two are items we purchase 
so they can prepare them in their room with their microwave. 
If you are interested in providing meals or providing a          
donation to purchase dinners from a local restaurant, contact 
Lisa on Monday, Wednesday, or Friday: 231.299.1277 or 
Lisac@echohislove.org.  

 

 MANNA Food Pantry: We are able to accept food, both       
perishable or non-perishable, as well as cash. Any food       
donations would need to be new, unopened packages and 
dropped off on Monday, Wednesday, or Friday, 9am-3pm at 
the ECHO Manistee Office, 160 Memorial Drive, Manistee.  

 
Habitat for Humanity 
Status from Steve Rogers 
Manistee County Habitat for Humanity Board Member 
 

We are waiting for Carl's Excavating to clear the lot and dig the 
basement in May.  We've hired a company to pour the footings 
and basement walls right after that.  And we've just approved bids 
on plumbing, heating, and electric. I expect we'll be pounding nails 
in June!  Look for more information to come on volunteer          
opportunities (i.e. building, painting, etc.) and/or sign-up to        
provide lunch/snacks for the volunteers. 

We exist to help people KNOW Christ, GROW in Him, and GO to the world with His message. 

FCC FELLOWSHIP TEAM LEADER NEEDED 
The Leadership Team is seeking that special person (or couple!) who enjoys ministering to people through 
their Spiritual Gift of Fellowship.  The Fellowship Team has many wonderful volunteers who enjoy the hands-
on “labor of love” roles, and we all love them for it!  And now, team leadership is necessary - one (or two!) 
who will organize and coordinate the fellowship needs of our church.  With the current state of closure and the 
arrival of a new Senior Pastor in the near future, the duties in the short-term are unknown.  But there is plenty 
of time for training with Amy Holtgren & Kate Poirier, great ladies who have filled the roles of Team Leaders 
and LT Liaisons!  The church office provides support to the Fellowship Team by ordering supplies, providing 
all necessary communication to/with the congregation, and providing assistance with financials.  If you would 
like more information, or to volunteer, please contact Amy Holtgren:  231.233.1231 or                          
amyholtgren@yahoo.com. 

LIGHTHOUSE PREGNANCY CARE CENTER’S ANNUAL “BABY BOTTLE BLITZ” 
LPCC has been serving Manistee County for over 15 years.  We support women and children emotionally, spiritually, 
and materially.  When you donate to LPCC, you are making a positive impact that will save and change lives!  Due to 
the current health safety issues, we will not be passing out baby bottles.  Instead, please donate on-line:                   
https://www.lighthousepcc.org/donate.  Or mail your check to:  LPCC, 215 Maple Street, Manistee, MI  49660. 
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