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Weekly Newsletter for Faith Covenant Church of Manistee, Michigan 

REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS 
The Family & Friends of Joshua Jensen 
Rick Patterson (Maggie’s husband) - Healing (non- 
     Hodgkin’s lymphoma). 
Donna, Joyce Franckowiak’s sister - Healing. 
Mary Ann Hagemeyer - Pain relief in back & upcoming  
     surgery. 
Sheryl Zimmerman - Recovery from surgery & rehab. 
Mike Zimmerman - Healing (COPD and congestive heart  
     failure). 
Dan Hankinson - Healing (pancreatic cancer). 
Garrett Wirth - Healing. 
Linda Anderson - Healing (abdominal cancer). 
Everyone impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Pastor Erik, Lauren, Gregory, Jonas & Clive Carlson 
Dawson Covenant Church, Dawson, MN 

Dear FCC Family, 
 

Romans 8:28 tells us, "And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who love 
God, to those who are called according to His purpose." 
 

God has truly been good to us at Faith Covenant Church this past week with a unanimous vote by the        
Membership to call Pastor Erik Carlson to become our new Senior Pastor!  More about Pastor Erik and his 
family can be read on the next page. 
 

The Carlson family will be transitioning to Manistee the week of September 1st, with Pastor Erik beginning 
work at the church on September 8th and his first worship service on September 13th.  Praise be to God! 
 

This Sunday, July 26th, we will resume regular worship service at 10:30am with Pastor Jack Hudson presenting 
the sermon live and in person.  We hope and pray this can continue to grow as the weeks progress into the 
month of August. 
 

We will present four (4) worship options: 
 1.  Worship in the church with the Pastoral Candidate. 

2.  Listen to the service live from your vehicle in the FCC parking lot via FM transmitter. 
3.  Watch Pastor Dave Nesburg’s service on our YouTube channel and website. 
4.  Watch Pastor Jack’s sermon on our YouTube channel and website. 

  
A letter was sent to you with our Worship Service details.  Please follow the important COVID-19 Criteria that 
was sent to you previously and is available on our website, for the safety and wellbeing of our congregation. 
  
At this time, the church office is closed and all activities in the building will continue to be suspended through 
August 31, 2020, or until another date is determined by the FCC Leadership Team. 
  
In God’s time and at His discretion, all things take place according to His will. 
 

Scott McKenney, 
FCC Leadership Team Chairperson 

MISSIONS UPDATE: 
Garden Project at Amory Youth 
Project ( AYP) 
Garden of the Woods Club volunteers   
harvested 56 pounds of produce week of 
July 20th, which consisted mostly of    
summer squash but also a few peppers, 
cucumbers, and some swiss chard.  All 
the produce was donated to the food    
pantry at St. Joe's Catholic Church in   
Onekama. 
 

Ruth Minster, Kevin Hildebrand, and 
Chuck & Shellee Seymour are taking 
turns checking on the garden on Saturday 
mornings. 
 

For more info, contact Shellee Seymour:  
stseymou@sbcglobal.net. 

mailto:stseymou@sbcglobal.net


INTRODUCING OUR NEW SENIOR PASTOR AND FAMILY 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

It is with great joy, pleasure, excitement, and privilege that we introduce FCC’s new Senior Pastor,               
Erik Carlson, his wife, Lauren, & their three young sons - Gregory, Jonas, & Clive! 

 
Pastor Erik has served rural Dawson Covenant Church for the past ten years.  Erik grew up in Grand Rapids, 
MI, attended PLCBC throughout his life as a camper.  He also worked four summers at PLCBC, filling multiple 
roles such as a counselor, worship team, and Waterfront Director.  He holds a Masters in Divinity from North 
Park Theological Seminary in Chicago and was ordained to Word and Sacrament in 2012. 
 

While pastoring his congregation in Dawson, he has served Southwest Minnesota as a hospice chaplain with 
Rice Memorial Hospital.  He is currently sitting on the Committee on Ministerial Standing for the Northwest 
Conference of the ECC.  Pastor Erik feels especially called to ministry in town & country settings and recently 
finished a two year fellowship at the Collegeville Institute focused on rural ministry. 
 

Lauren Carlson is a poet and spiritual director.  While at his current call, Erik has enjoyed occasional forays 
into hobby farming, hunting, fishing, and spending time with his family. 

 

Faith Covenant Church, 475 Eighth Street, Manistee, MI  49660 
Phone:  231.723.7173     Website:  https://www.faithcovmanistee.org 

We exist to help people KNOW Christ, GROW in Him, and GO to the world with His message. 

PRAYER REQUESTS FROM OUR PASTORAL SEARCH COMMITTEE 
 

"God is good all the time" 
 

We thank you, church, for your overwhelming confirmation of God's gracious and generous gift to the         
congregation of Faith Covenant. We, the Pastoral Search Committee, find our involvement in this process 
winding down, coming to an end.  We thank you for your continuous prayer on our behalf. 
 

We now seek your prayers for Erik, Lauren, and the boy's in what can be a trying time of transition.  Packing, 
moving, travel, housing, all things concerning, but we know God will provide.  Saying good-bye to long,     
precious relationships can be heartbreaking. The boy's, Gregory, Jonas, & Clive, will be leaving the only 
school they have ever known.  Separation from life-long friends can be devastating.  So church, please let us be 
specific in our petitions. 
 

We will thank you and praise God remembering, "All the time, God is good!" 

https://www.faithcovmanistee.org/

