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 WELCOME TO FAITH COVENANT CHURCH - MANISTEE, MI 
 
Dear Senior Pastor Candidate, 
 
Thank you for your interest in our Senior Pastor position. The Pastoral Search 
Committee is excited to begin the next chapter in the long, fruitful history of Faith 
Covenant Church of Manistee. We are seeking an individual who can guide us in our 
mission to KNOW, GROW, & GO. 
 
We recognize that this is a critical moment in the life of our church and we have sought 
guidance through prayer. Our prayers are that God will lead a Senior Pastor to Faith 
Covenant Church who can increase His kingdom through our strengths and who can 
shepherd us to increasingly overcome our weaknesses to God’s greater glory. 
 
Faith Covenant Church desires to return to a healthy mission focused ministry but 
recognizes the need to constantly replenish itself and to do so by reaching outwards in 
the community. We would like Senior Pastor Candidates to similarly believe that an 
evangelical outreach is vital in the furtherance of God’s kingdom.  The Pastoral Search 
Committee feels it important to clarify that we seek someone who will emphasize the 
teachings and authority of the Scriptures, and that we believe in the tenet that salvation 
is achieved by personal conversion to faith in the atonement of Christ. 
 
We offer thanks to God to those that led us to this point in our church mission and pray 
for the courage and strength to continue moving forward in our faith. Won’t you join us? 
 
Please feel free to contact me should you have any questions as you review our profile. 
Kevin Schmutzler 
kschmutzler@manistee.org or fcc.psc2020@gmail.com  
 
 

Pastoral Search Committee: 

Dave Phelps, Scott McKenney, Randy Jesberg,  
Rachel Nelson, Libby Richert, Heather Barker,  
Dick Rees, and Kevin & Carissa Schmutzler 
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 OVERVIEW OF FAITH COVENANT CHURCH - MANISTEE, MI 
 

Our Church has a 138 year history of serving God in the Manistee community. It is 
currently located in a facility that was constructed in 2000. The existing structure is 
serving the church well. 
  
We are a community focused church and are poised to respond to the needs of our 
community.  Manistee has a mix of tourism and manufacturing, plus a casino, which 
offers ample opportunities for ministry.  Our city’s population is around 6,500 (~25,000 
in Manistee county), but this increases to nearly 10,000 in the summer due to tourism 
and summer residents.  We are a safe community with all our needs met, yet only an 
hour drive to Traverse City or Muskegon.  
 
We have multiple successful local outreach/mission activities that include our youth 
(Portage Lake Bible Camp, Armory Youth Project, The Team, Jr. & Sr. High, etc.) 
homeless shelter (Safe Harbor) clothing ministry (Faith Family Fashions) and ECHO His 
Love.  Young Life is being established in Manistee County.  Our church also hosts 
MOPS (Mothers of PreSchoolers) and two BSF (Bible Study Fellowship) Satellite 
classes. 
  
The church is located in a quiet  neighborhood surrounded by residential housing, and 
centrally located near all the Manistee schools (Elementary, Jr & Sr. High.) The 
community is ripe for outreach and the right Senior Pastor will find many opportunities to 
grow God’s kingdom while serving alongside the members of Faith Covenant Church. 
 

SUNDAY WORSHIP 
Worship band Choral music 
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Nursery Meet with God (children’s moment) 

  

 
Service 

 
Confirmation Class 

  

 
 

Years Attending Faith Covenant Church How often do you attend church? 

 

Recent church attendance statistics:

 
      Current members:    133 
      Sunday attendance: 127 
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 OUR AREA’S DEMOGRAPHIC & REGIONAL INFORMATION 

 

Close to larger cities, with the 
advantages of small town living... 

Manistee, Michigan is a place you want 
to live! 

  
 

Manistee Chamber of Commerce says: 
Any time you can live and work in a clean, 
safe community...especially along the Lake 
Michigan shoreline...why wouldn't you? 
Manistee has the unique combination of 
beauty, history and nature, which attracts 
visitors from all over. Many of those visitors 
find that Manistee is an ideal place to 
live...whether you're raising a family or 
nearing retirement. -Relocation Guide  

 

The 2010 census results show there were 
6,226 people.  Those numbers rise in the 
summer due to our tourism and summer 
residents. 

 

Manistee is also associated with the salt 
industry. Manistee houses three factories on 
Manistee Lake; Packaging Corporation of 
America, Morton Salt, and Martin Marietta. 
The Little River Casino is located just north of 
town. 
 
Manistee has been home to 10 West Studios & 
Director Harold Cronk which produced 
numerous full-length Christian motion pictures. 
In town they filmed “Do You Believe,” “What 
If,” “Johnny,”  “Mickey Matson,”  “Jerusalem 
Countdown,” to name a few. Mr. Cronk also 
directed “God’s Not Dead.” 
 
The town is also a local favorite for tourism and 
fishing. 
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For a small town, Manistee has a lot to offer... 
 
The Great Outdoors 
 

 

Manistee beckons you outside to discover all its rich 
natural resources. The Manistee National Forest is a 
vast area of land perfect for all types of recreation. Here 
you can hike, fish, camp, canoe, ski, and hunt...no 
matter what the season.  
Take a relaxing stroll along the 1.5 mile Riverwalk, a 
unique feature of downtown Manistee. The path follows 
the Manistee river and ends up at First Street Beach on 
Lake Michigan.  
Of course, Manistee has wonderful beaches, including 
First Street and Fifth Avenue beaches, golf courses, and 
world class fishing. 

 

Unique & Historic Downtown  
 

 

 

Love to shop? Manistee will not disappoint--their 
downtown shops offer everything from housewares to 
antiques to hip clothing. Relax with friends over a latte, 
beverage, or delicious meal after your shopping 
excursion and enjoy the Victorian architecture for which 
Manistee is known.  
The Vogue Theater, a historic landmark, is a fabulous 
place to see a current movie, as well as some good old 
classics. And the Historic Ramsdell Theater is perhaps 
Manistee's most famous landmark. Now over 100 years 
old, it is the venue today for productions by the 
Manistee Civic Players, ballet performances, weddings, 
and other special occasions. Actor James Earl Jones 
began his career at the Ramsdell and periodically 
comes back for a visit. 

 

Festivals and Events

 

 
The advantages of living in a small community are 
seeing friends and family at popular festivals throughout 
the year. Manistee has its share of events...including 
our annual Forest Festival, Homegrown Saturdays, 
Farmer’s Market, Concerts on the River, Manistee 
County Fair, Victorian Sleighbell Parade & Old 
Christmas Weekend.  

 

6 



 

Education 

 

 

Manistee takes pride in its exceptional educational 
system, from preschool through twelfth grade. You can 
choose to send your child to Manistee Area Public 
Schools, Manistee Catholic Central, Trinity Lutheran 
School, or other schools in the county.  
Sports also play a large part in school life, with football, 
soccer, swimming, track, golf, basketball, baseball, and 
volleyball just a few of the athletics offered in Manistee.  
West Shore Community College, located just 20 minutes 
south of Manistee, offers students vocational offerings 
and a quality general education for those who wish to 
later transfer to larger universities. 

 

Manistee Recreation 
Association (MRA) 
 

 
 
 
Arts Opportunities  

The Manistee Recreation Association (MRA) was 
established in 1942 and founded by a group of high school 
youth that claimed they were looking for recreation and 
recreational activities in the Manistee area. The MRA is still 
alive and thriving today. 
They offer various opportunities for all ages; 
  Summer: swimming, baseball, tennis, soccer, & Tai Chi 
  Fall: football, soccer, swimming, & fall fitness program 
  Winter: ski/snowboarding, basketball, soccer, & swimming 
  Spring: soccer, swim, & running club, to name a few… 
 
 
 
There are a variety of arts opportunities for students as well, 
including dance, music lessons, martial arts, and theater. 
There is also the Manistee Arts Institute. 
 

 

Medical & Health Care 
 

 

Manistee offers its residents good medical 
care. Munson Medical Center serves the 
community with emergency and walk-in clinic, 
plus rehabilitation services, surgical unit, 
women and children's care and cancer 
treatment. Hospice and home health care are 
also available to the residents of Manistee, and 
there are several primary care physicians.  
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 THE STORY OF FAITH COVENANT CHURCH OF MANISTEE, MI 
 
Our original church congregation was officially formed by Swedish immigrants here in 
Manistee on April 22, 1882 as the Christian Mission Congregation. This founding was 
during a period in Manistee’s history described as “rough and tough” days of the 
lumbering boom. The congregation grew and in 1885 built its first permanent church 
structure.  
 

In 1905, the congregation changed its 
name to the Swedish Evangelical Mission 
Church and in 1913, relocated to a new 
brick structure on the corner of Third and 
Walnut streets. This structure served the 
congregation for almost 90 years. During 
this period the congregation changed its 
name in 1942 to the Mission Covenant 
Church of Manistee and later became the 
Evangelical Covenant Church.  

 

 

 

 

In 2000, this congregation of some 60 
members took another leap of faith in 
laying the cornerstone for the present 
church building, located at 475 8th 
Street. This leap of FAITH by the 
congregation fostered today’s Faith 
Covenant Church, a significant growth 
in membership as well as mission 
outreach in the community and 
elsewhere in the world. In fact, our 
location today across from the Manistee 
High School is ideal for our growing 
outreach to the youth of our community. 
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 OUR MISSION 
 

Where we exist to help people KNOW Christ, GROW in Him, and GO to the world 
with His message. 

 
 

 OUR FACILITIES 
 

Faith Covenant Church is blessed to occupy an ~18,000 square foot building located in 
the middle of town, in a quiet neighborhood, centrally located between the schools.  
Our overall facility allows us to serve God in numerous ways. Our main sanctuary is 
traditional, spacious and well maintained.  We also have a multipurpose area/gym and 6 
classrooms. This area serves as a large meeting area for church meals, youth groups, 
men’s basketball, and any number of other activities that require a large open space 
and classrooms. 
 
Our administrative area has 3 remodeled pastoral offices and office space for 
secretaries.  We also maintain a church library, along with a separate choir room.  Our 
church also has a loft area that houses our Faith Family Fashions ministry. 
Faith Covenant also has a complete, full service commercial kitchen which allows us to 
host numerous fundraising events as well as other church activities throughout the year. 
 

 

Faith Covenant 
Church is located 
in the middle of 
town, in a nice 
neighborhood, 
centrally located 
between the 
MAPS schools.  
Our campus also 
includes about 5 
undeveloped 
acres next to the 
high school 
football and track 
fields. 
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 OUR MINISTRIES 
 

 
Our ministries provide us opportunities to help people KNOW Christ, GROW in Him, 
and GO to the world with His message. 
 
As a church body, we currently have one Sunday service.  The worship style is blended, 
with contemporary worship songs (drum, guitars, and vocals) and traditional songs 
(organ, piano, and choir) throughout the service. Previously, we had two services, one 
was more contemporary and the other more traditional with an average attendance of 
200. Due to a dip in attendance, we began one worship service in September of 2018.  
 
Our order of worship is typically consistent each Sunday.  Following our call to worship, 
music, and brief church announcements, a member of the congregation reads the 
Scripture passages (determined by the Pastor’s sermon).  On Communion Sundays, we 
read Scripture in unison as a congregation. A member of the church then calls all the 
young children up front for a brief children’s moment we call “Meet with God.”  This is 
always a joyful time in the service, since we never know what kind of answers will come 
out of the childrens' mouths. 
 
After these little ones leave the sanctuary for their classroom time, the pastor leads us 
in his sermon.  Our church enjoys both expository and topical sermons.  
 
In the future, it is our hope to add a youth and/or children’s pastor to join us in our 
mission as well.  
 
Despite the changes we’ve experienced over the past year or two, our Leadership 
Team, office staff, and lay leaders/volunteers continue to allow us to KNOW, GROW, 
and Go.   The following pages should exemplify how we continue to fulfill our mission. 
We are looking for a Senior Pastor who will help continue our mission, and further His 
kingdom.  
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 LOCAL & GLOBAL MISSIONS 
 

We have a heart for missions and the youth of our community.  As in Acts 1:8, “But you 
will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in 
Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth."  FCC has 
invested in local and global missions.  
 
Historically we have given between 15-20% of our annual budget to missions.  Our 
church is known in our community as a leader in missions.   We hope the pictures below 
express our love for God and others, and how our church members GO to the world 
with His message. 
 
 
 
 
 

Portage Lake Bible Camp Located only 12 miles away from church.  
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Jr. High Youth Group Sr.  High Youth Group 

 

 

 

 
CHIC 

 
CHIC 5K run 

  

 
The TEAM (elementary youth group) at 

Green Acres retirement center. 

 
...on the bus 
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Armory Youth Project Centershot (2019) 

  

 
ECHO His Love 

 
MOPS (Mother of PreSchoolers) 

  

 
After School Homework Hangout 

 
Youth Choir  
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Faith Family Fashions ...located in the loft of FCC 

  

 
Safe Harbor  

 
...a local homeless mission  

  

 
Trunk or Treat 

  
...a FCC sponsored Halloween alternative  
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Camp Barnabas  (2019) Unalakleet, AK Bible Camp  (2014 & 2016) 

  

 
Women’s Bible Study 

 
Mark Smeby Concert 

  

 
 OUR FINANCES 

 

Our financial decline can be partially attributed 
to a new church in town where a number of our 
members began attending (including a few of 
our largest donors.)  
We are now on an upward trend for revenue 
and pray that with the help of a new pastor, we 
will continue to grow.   We are debt free and 
have not only a cash fund of approximately 
$50,000 but also a Capital Fund of 
approximately $45,000 for future maintenance 
projects.  

 

In 2018, the congregation voted to sell the church 
parsonage.   We felt that since no one was living 
in it, we didn’t want to be in the real estate 
business but rather in the ministry business.  
We used a portion of the sale to pay off the 
church mortgage, and we had a ceremony to burn 
the debt papers.  Our church is mortgage free. 
Other proceeds were set aside for missions and 
capital improvements for the church.  
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 EXPECTATIONS TO OUR NEXT PASTOR 

 

Expectations of our Next Senior Pastor:  
 

Almost every skill was considered important. The following are the skills considered 
“most important.”  Our church is looking for a pastor with; 
 

❏ Christlike character who is committed to personal growth, servant leadership, and 

healthy relationships. 

❏ Compassion and relational skills, with humility and discernment.  

❏ Is a team player with excellent communication and interpersonal skills. 

❏ A shepherd's heart with strong preaching & teaching skills. 

❏ Strong leadership skills, yet being one in spirit with the leadership team of our church. 

❏ ECC credentialed, or is willing and able to become credentialed. 

❏ Full support of the Evangelical Covenant’s stated commitments to the (1) full ordination 

of women, (2) baptism of believers and infants, (3) the pursuit of racial righteousness, 

and (4) the historic interpretation of scripture with regard to the sanctity of life, and to 

human sexuality-summarized in the words: “celibacy of singleness; faithfulness in 

heterosexual marriage....this is the Biblical standard.” 

❏ Desire to see young families, youth, and children’s ministries grow.  

❏ Passion for the practice of spiritual disciplines. 

❏ Energy, self-motivation, and thrives on being challenged. 

❏ Previous success and an ongoing ability to lead a church of our size. 

❏ An understanding of rural church finances. 

❏ Investment and involvement in our community. 

 
 

Manistee can’t wait for you to join us in our journey to KNOW, GROW, & GO! 
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